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Our mission is to sustain and enhance the coordination, cohesiveness, productivity and effectiveness of the criminal justice system in Arizona

High Level Overview/Fact Sheet

F i f t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c r i m i -
n a l  j u s t i c e  a g en c i e s  r e s pond i n g  t o
t h i s  y e a r ’ s  s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
g a n g s  a r e  e i t h e r  “ o n e  o f  t h e  s e r i -
ou s  pub l i c  s a f e t y  i s s ue s  t h e y  f a c e ”
o r  a  “med i um  se r i ou s  pub l i c  s a f e t y
i s s u e ”  i n  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  M o r e
than hal f  of the part ic ipat ing cr iminal
jus t i ce  agenc ies  ind ica ted that  gang
m e m b e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d r u g  a c -
t i v i t i e s ,  a g g r a v a t e d  a s s a u l t ,  r o b -
b e r y,  l a r c en y  t h e f t ,  b u r g l a r i e s  a nd
m o t o r  v e h i c l e  t h e f t s .

S u r v e y s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  1 6 8  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  a g e n c i e s  t h r o u g h -
o u t  A r i z o n a  i n  J u n e  2 0 0 2 .  F i f t e e n  c o u n t y  s h e r i f f s ,  7 9  m u n i c i p a l  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  1 2  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  2 2  p r o b a t i o n  a g e n c i e s ,
1 8  t r i b a l  p r o s e c u t o r s  a n d  2 2  t r i b a l  p o l i c e  a g e n c i e s  w e r e  s u r v e y e d .
O f  t h e  1 6 8  s u r v e y s  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  1 4 8  ( 8 8  p e r c e n t )  o f  t h e  s u r v e y s
w e r e  r e t u r n e d .

Methodology:

I n  A r i z o n a ,  5 2  p e r c e n t  o f  A r i z o n a  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
agen c i e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  when  c ompa r ed  t o  2 000 ,  t h e i r
y o u t h  g a n g  p r o b l e m  i n  2 0 0 1  r e m a i n e d  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e ,
1 9  p e r c e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  g a n g  p r o b l e m  h a d  i m -
p r o v e d ,  2 8  p e r c e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  g a n g  p r o b l e m
h a d  w o r s e n e d  a n d  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  a g e n c i e s  w e r e  u n -
a b l e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .   T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f
A r i z o n a  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  w h e n
compared to  2000,  the  gang prob lem in  2001 was  “s tay ing
t h e  s a m e ,”  o r  “ g e t t i n g  w o r s e ”  w a s  s i m i l a r  t o  n a t i o n a l
f i n d i n g s .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  A r i z o n a  w a s  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  n a -
t i o n a l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  g a n g
p r o b l e m  w a s  “ g e t t i n g  b e t t e r.”

Perception of Youth Gang Problem

Nationally, 40 percent of law enforcement agencies sur-
veyed by the National Youth
Gang Center (NYGC) indi-
cated that there were gangs
active in the city, town or
county served by their
agency. In Arizona, 56 per-
cent of law enforcement
agencies indicated they had
active youth gangs in their jurisdiction in 2001. This is
16 percent higher than the reported national percent-
age in 2000 (40 percent).

Perception of Youth Gang Problem

National Arizona
Staying the Same 50 52
Getting Better 28 19
Getting Worse 22 28
Unable to Determine -- 1

Prevalence of
Youth Gangs

Arizona 56%
National 40%

G a n g  M e m b e r  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  C r i t e r i a  ( G M I C )

A  s t a t e w i d e  s t a n d a r d  d e s i g n e d  t o  a s s i s t  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  a g e n c i e s
o b j e c t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  g a n g  m e m b e r s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a
g a n g  m e m b e r  i n  A r i z o n a ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  m e e t  a t  l e a s t  t w o  o f
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :

( 1 )  S e l f  P r o c l a m a t i o n ;
( 2 )  W i t n e s s  Te s t i m o n y  o r  O f f i c i a l  S t a t e m e n t ;
( 3 )  W r i t t e n  o r  E l e c t r o n i c  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ;
( 4 )  P a r a p h e r n a l i a  o r  P h o t o g r a p h s ;
( 5 )  Ta t t o o s ;
( 6 )  C l o t h i n g  o r  C o l o r s ;  a n d
( 7 )  A n y  O t h e r  I n d i c i a  o f  S t r e e t  G a n g  M e m b e r s h i p .
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Hispanics represent  12.5 percent  of  the total
national population and 25.3 percent of Arizona’s
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .

N a t i o n a l l y,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  r e -
p o r t e d  t h a t  4 7  p e r c e n t  o f  g a n g  m e m b e r s  i n
their area were Hispanic, whereas
Arizona’s law enforcement agencies
repor t ed  62  pe rcen t .

B lacks  represen t  12 .1  percen t
of  the  nat ional  populat ion  and
account  for  31 percent  o f  gang
m e m b e r s  n a t i o n a l l y.

I n  A r i z o n a ,  b l a c k s  r e p r e s e n t
2 . 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’s  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d
a c c o u n t  f o r  1 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  g a n g  m e m -
b e r s .

Gang Member Demographics

L a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r a c e  a n d
g e n d e r  o f  g a n g  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .

O n  a  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  w h i t e s  r e p r e s e n t  6 9 . 1
percent  o f  the  to ta l  popula t ion  and account
f o r  1 3  p e r c e n t  o f  g a n g  m e m b e r s  n a t i o n -
w i d e .

I n  A r i z o n a  w h i t e s  r e p r e s e n t  6 3 . 8  p e r c e n t
of the total population and account
for 21 percent of the gang members
i n  t h e  s t a t e .

In 2000, law enforcement agencies
nationally reported that 94 percent
o f  t h e  g a n g  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e i r
a r e a  w e r e  m a l e ,  w h e r e a s  s i x
percent  were  female .  This  ra te
i s  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  r e s u l t s  f r o m

A r i z o n a  a g e n c i e s ,  w h i c h  r e p o r t e d  8 9  p e r -
c e n t  o f  g a n g  m e m b e r s  a s  m a l e  a n d  11  per-
c e n t  a s  f e m a l e .

                M        F
Arizona        89     11
National       94      6

Gender Demographics

Population Increase
Since 1991, Arizona’s population has
been increasing at a rate nearly three
times faster than the rest of the na-
tion. This population increase is likely
to result in an increase in gangs and
gang activity. The problems resulting
from the increase in gangs and gang-
related crime will be further com-
pounded by the absence of the Gang
Intelligence Team Enforcement Mission
(GITEM) in rural counties. Therefore,
it is imperative that criminal justice
agencies continue to develop and
implement strategies that will effec-
tively respond to the increase in gangs
and gang-related crime that is likely
to occur over the next few years.

Correc t ions  Depar tment
Arizona’s corrections departments
w i l l  a l s o  b e  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e
popu la t ion  inc reases .  Over  the
p a s t  1 0  y e a r s ,  t h e  a d u l t  c o r -
rect ions populat ion has increas-
ed  81 .5  pe rcen t .  S im i l a r l y,  the
j u v e n i l e  c o r r e c t i o n s  p o p u l a -
t ion has also increased in recent
yea r s .  I n  f a c t ,  f ou r  o f  t he  f i v e
j u v e n i l e  c o r r e c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s
are operating at 87 to 97 percent

o f  c a p a c i t y.  T h e  i n c r e a s e s  i n
both the adult and juvenile corrections
p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w
yea r s  r e p r e s en t s  a n  add i t i o n a l
a r e a  i n  w h i c h  g r e a t e r  a t t e n -
tion and resources must be extended
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  A r i z o n a ’ s  c o r -
r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o
operate both efficiently and effectively.

P r o s e c u t i o n  A g e n c i e s
P r o s e c u t i o n  a g e n c i e s  w i l l  f a c e
s e v e r a l  c h a l l e n g e s  r e l a t e d  t o
g a n g  p r o s e c u t i o n .  A s  t h e  n a -
t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  g a n g  p r o s -
ecution varies throughout Arizona,
t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  p r o s e c u t i o n
are  a l so  un ique fo r  each county.
T h e  o n e  c h a l l e n g e  e x p r e s s e d
b y  m o s t  A r i z o n a   p r o s e c u t i o n
agenc i e s  was  the  unw i l l i ngness
o f  w i t ne s se s  t o  t e s t i f y  i n  gang -
re l a ted  cases .  Iden t i f y i ng  gang
membe r sh i p ,  l a c k  o f  e v i d en ce ,
a n d  p r o v i n g  t h a t  a  c r i m e  w a s
c o m m i t t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  a  g a n g
w e r e  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  a s  c h a l -
lenges to prosecuting gang cases.
A l t h o u g h  n o t  e x p r e s s e d  b y  a l l
counties, some prosecution agencies
ident i f ied extradit ing defendants

w h o  h a v e  f l e d  t o  o t h e r  c o u n -
tries, attorney safety and obtaining
a d e q u a t e  r e s o u r c e s  a s  m a j o r
c h a l l e n g e s .

G e o g r a p h i c a l  L o c a t i o n
A r i z o n a ’ s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a -
t ion and current  cr imina l  t rends
m a k e  i t  a n  i d e a l  t a r g e t  f o r  i l -
l e g a l  e c o n o m i c  p r o f i t s .  S i n c e
1991 ,  A r i z ona  h a s  ma i n t a i n ed
a  h i g h  c r i m e  r a n k i n g  a n d  i s
c u r r e n t l y  r a n k e d  n u m b e r  o n e
i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t e -
w o r t h y  b e c a u s e  m a n y  o f  t h e
c r i m e s  i n  w h i c h  A r i z o n a  c u r -
r en t l y  r anks  w i th i n  t he  t op  t en
in  the  na t i on  a re  a l so  the  same
c r i m e s  t h a t  s u r v e y e d  l a w  e n -
f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  r e p o r t e d
as high gang member involvement
cr imes(e.g.  motor vehic le theft ,
b u r g l a r y  a n d  r o b b e r y ) .  A s  a
result  of Ar izona’s current cr ime
trends, and because of the predicted
increase in gangs, it is imperative
t h a t  c r im i n a l  j u s t i c e  a gen c i e s
t h roughou t  t he  s t a t e  con t i nue
t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  n e c -
e s s a r y  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  r e s p o n d
to the problem of gangs in Arizona.


